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RONALD REAGAN AIRPORT/Advisory Group and Local Opinion

SUBJECT:

Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport Bill . . . S. 1575. Robb substitute amendment No. 1643.

ACTION: AMENDMENT REJECTED, 35-63

SYNOPSIS:
National

As introduced, S. 1575, the Ronald Baa Washigton National Aiport Bill, will amend the Washigton
Aimport Act to rename the giort the "Ronald Regan Washigton National Aiport.”

The Robb substitute amendmentvould strike the renamiyof the aiport and in lieu thereof would create a new Federalyentit
called the "Federal Facilities Redgsation Advisoy Grow." The group would be comrised of an qual number of Members
appointed ty the Mgority and Minoriyy Leaders of Cogress. The General Services Administration waqualgfor such facilities,
staffing, meetirgs, and hearigs as were necesgaiearirgs in the communities in which the facilities were located wouldyswa
be reyuired. This new entitwould be chaged with considerig proposals to rename grexisting Federal facilities and malkgn
recommendations on thogmposals to Cogress. It would not be in order for Ggass to consider gnmeasure to rename a Federal
facility without first receiviig a recommendation from the Federal Facilities Rgdation Advisoy Groy. The Grop would not
bepermitted to recommend a name cgaifor a livirg individual unless that individual: was at leastyé@rs of ge; and had not
been an officer or eptoyee of the United States or a Member fgedod of at least §ears before thproposed name chge.
Finally, the Advisoy Grou would be chaged with considerig proposals to rename Waslgion National Aiport, "or aportion
thereof," in honor of Former President Ronald giea

Those favoringthe amendment contended:

Corgress should not run rghshod over locajovernments' wishes when it renames Federal facilitiegpdtisly should not
do so when honor@President Regan, who was a chapion of localgovernment authomt During Reayan's Administration, the
local governments surroundinVashirgton National Aiport and Dulles Aiport weregiven a lorg-term lease for jgeratirg those
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airports. Thosgovernments have indicated thatytfa@e vey much gainst renamig the aiport. Accordirgly, the Robb amendment
would create a new Federal Advig@sroy that would reuire the iput of local communities when considaginame chages for
Federal facilities, includignNational Aiport. We uge our collegues to honor Regan's l@acy by suypporting this amendment.

Those opposinghe amendment contended:

The agument that a local gitor authoriy hasjurisdiction in this case igpecious. The Federal Government's relatigmsliih
Washirgton National Aiport (and Dulles aport) is indigutable. The law clearlstates, "The Federal Government has a continuin
but limited interest in theperation of the two federgllowned aiports which serve the travel and gameeds of the entire
metrgpolitan Washimgton region as well as the District of Columbia as the national seat of Government." Ouguedietrogly
suypport Federal laws and restrictions on thospaais that hppen to fit their owrpersonal needs. For instance, we have not heard
our collegues olpect to the Federal mandates that control the number ofyHbghts to and from National Ajort and the legth
of permissible non-stofli ghts to and from that giort (the so-callegerimeter rule). The reajit as evey Member knows, is that
National Aimport would almost certaiplhave been closed Igrgo if it were not so convenient for Members of @ass. Most such
close-in aiports in cities have closed Igrago, as those cities hageown and egulfed them. Members of Cgress will not allow
a closure in this case, thghy because it would take them a few extra minutes to drive to ghitodeom the next closest giort
(Dulles) and because National part treats them so yally. For instance, Members have, and use, resgaahg places rght
next to the terminal. If our collgaes aregoing to make the gument that this debate is a local matter, they thght to be
consistent and reglkurn control over the two giorts to local authorities. Those authorities would then close Natiorf@rAir
Of course, our collees will never make thatgument. Thg understand as well as we that as bottyal lend goractical matter
National Airport is a national ggort, and the decision on renamiih shouldproperly be made ¥ Corgress. Therefore, we strgly
urge the rgection of this amendment.



